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The celebration begins
The Wright State Bolinga Center celebrates MLK Day with a week of festivities

Hannah Hendrix
Features Editor
Hendrix.16@wright.edu

T

his week, as Wright State’s
Bolinga Black Cultural Resources Center celebrates the life
of Martin Luther King, Jr., it also
celebrates its 43rd year as part of
WSU’s campus.
Martin Luther King, Jr. was a
social activist and Baptist minister who fought for equality during the Civil Rights movement.
King traveled around the United
States giving lectures on civil

rights and nonviolent protest. In
addition to these, he is famous
for his “I have a dream” speech.
King was fatally wounded when
he was shot in Memphis in 1968.
Director of WSU’s Bolinga Center Dana Patterson said that part
of the reason WSU celebrates
Martin Luther King Jr. all week
long is that the Bolinga Center
was created on MLK Day in 1971.
“For that reason, we really take
Dr. King’s message to heart,” said
Patterson. “For us, what people
usually think of as a day off is a
day on.”

Marchers gather outside Sinclair Community College

MLK celebrations kicked off jor CaTia Brown attended the
on Monday, Jan. 20 with the city- march on Monday for the first
wide Martin Luther King Day time. “Martin Luther King made
march in Dayton. The march be- a big difference,” Brown said.
gan at 10 a.m. at the Charles R. “Even though he has passed
Drew Health Center on W. Dr. away, we want to show him that
Martin Luther King Jr. Way. The we remember what he did.”
marchers continued on Third
The Bolinga Center began its
St., stopping at the Dayton Cul- own series of events on Tuestural and RTA Transit Center day, with “Building the Beloved
and Sinclair Community College Community,” an open discussion
to add to the group. The group with the staff of the Bolinga Centhen turned right on N. Main St. ter about ways to enact positive
to Fifth St. where the event con- change in the African-American
cluded.
community and for future genWSU mass communication ma- erations.

On Wednesday between 10
a.m. and 4 p.m. in the Apollo
Room, the center will host four
screenings of “Letters from the
Birmingham Jail,” a historical
documentary about Martin Luther King, Jr.’s life and work.
Thursday, beginning at 11:45
a.m., the Bolinga Center will
hold its third annual MLK Week
march and rally.
See CELEBRATION on Page 5
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CAMPUS
EVENTS:
Wednesday, Jan. 22
• A Term last day to
register, add, drop or
withdraw with 100%
tuition refund
• “Letters from
the Birmingham
Jail” documentary
showing: 10 a.m.-4
p.m., Apollo Room
• House Party Student
Activities Fair: 10
a.m.-3 p.m., Student
Union
Friday, Jan. 24
• Undergraduate and
graduate deadline
to apply for Spring
Graduation
• Sunday, Jan. 26
• Last day to drop
online without a grade
• Ice Hockey v. Akron:
10 p.m. Kettering Rec
Center
Monday, Jan. 27
• Summer class
schedule released
online
• Payment due to
avoid cancellation of
registration
• College of Liberal
Arts Authors’
Reception: 4:30-6
p.m. Robert & Elaine
Stein Galleries
Thursday, Jan. 30
• Celebrating Women’s
Studies through Quilt
Stories: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
148 Millett Hall
• Lunar New Year
Celebration: 11:30
a.m.-2 p.m. Apollo
Room
• “The Magic Fire”:
7 p.m. Festival
Playhouse
Friday, Jan. 31
• Ice Hockey v. EKU:
10 p.m. Kettering Rec
Center
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NEWS 3
Wright State program
hires selectively
Benjamin Virnston
News Writer
Virnston.2@wright.edu

T

he Biomedical Scholars
Training and Research
(BioSTAR) program only accepts students from groups that
are underrepresented in biomedical Ph.D. programs, which
some students feel is unfair.
Assistant Director of BioSTAR
Mary Key explained the reason
for this in an email.
“This program is a National
Institutes of Health-funded
program that seeks to promote
science exposure and career
development in the biosciences
for undergraduates who are
members of underrepresented
minorities, disabled or economically disadvantaged,” Key
said. “The goal is to increase
the numbers of such students
who enter Ph.D. programs in
biomedical and biobehavioral
disciplines.”
The BioSTAR program offers
mentored research opportunities, academic enhancement
courses and enrichment activities that include seminars, journal club, visits to area research
facilities and travel to regional
and local scientific meetings,
according to the program’s
website.
English student Talya Flow-

ers was pleased to hear about
this program.
“I think it’s a good thing because they are opening up their
job market to include specific
people that would otherwise
be overlooked,” Flowers said.
“It makes the school seem more
devoted to inclusion and equality.”
English student Reilly Dixon
said the following in an email.
“That type of exclusivity is
socially and ideologically regressive; it stifles collaborative thinking among different
peoples,” Dixon said. “Equal
employment opportunities are
purposeful and exist to level the
playing field for employees of
all sorts--organizations should
be subject to the same prohibitions on discrimination.”
Engineering graduate student Matt Raska also disagreed
with this restrictive hiring process.
“Employers should only consider relevant skills when selecting candidates for a job,”
Raska said. “If Wright State and
the government were serious
about tolerance and equality,
they’d shred every document
and mention of race, disability,
and religion instead of promoting variegation.

Preparing for every calamity
Calamityville and Wright State work on new program
Benjamin Virnston
News Writer
Virnston.2@wright.edu

B

eginning this semester,
Wright State students will
have the option to pursue a certificate or undergraduate minor
in a new academic program centered around emergency management.
WSU’s Department of Kinesiology and Health (KNH) is
implementing this program in
collaboration with The National
Center for Medical Readiness
(NCMR) at Wright State’s Calamityville, a property dedicated to disaster simulation.
Students will train to prepare
for emergencies and save lives,
according to an announcement
posted to WINGS.
Program instructor Jack Smith
explained in an email how the
skills learned in this program
are applicable in students’ lives.
“Every individual needs to understand emergency preparedness for their own safety and for
that of their family,” Smith said.
“The application of the knowledge and skills learned in this
program could absolutely save
lives [and] property and help
ensure the long term viability
of the business or organization

that the student winds up working in.”
The first course being offered
as part of the new program is
Principles of Emergency Management, which focuses on the
philosophical and theoretical
underpinnings of emergency
management and the principles
that define effective practice,
according to the course description on WINGS Express.
When students of this class
were asked what their interest
in emergency management was,
answers ranged from general
interest to specific plans to use
the knowledge. For instance,
one student wants to open an
animal shelter specializing in
disaster recovery.
Principles of Emergency Management will be offered again
during fall semester along with
a second class, Technology and
Emergency Management. The
final two classes required to receive certification, Catastrophe
Readiness and Response and a
practicum, will likely be offered
the following spring and fall semesters. Students interested in
pursuing the minor will have
to complete two health-related
courses in addition to the four
required for the certificate, according to KNH Program Coor-

dinator Barb Cwirka.
There are nearly 150 similar
programs nationwide ranging
from certificate programs to undergraduate minors, associate’s,
bachelor’s, master’s, and Ph.D
programs, according to Smith.
He believes there is a connection between the nationwide
increase in programs of this nature and the recent obsession
with apocalypse and disaster in
popular culture.
“Well, I think the disasterthemed movies and TV shows
are capitalizing on our society’s
heightened sense of disaster
awareness that has been growing post-9/11, post-Katrina,
post-Sandy, as well as other disasters,” Smith said in an email.
“The introduction of this program, like all the others in the
nation, is in response to the society-wide demand for the field
of Emergency Management
to become more professionalized…. because of the lessons
learned and lack of capability
identified in various disasters.”
There are plans to offer an
undergraduate major and
graduate program in the future,
according to Cwirka.

A Break FROM the news:
Raiders Satire Dictionary
#BraggingWrights (punny) The hashtag most commonly
used in Wright State-related
tweets. Cleverly infuses the
“W” in “Wright State” with the
word “rights.”

facebook.com/theguardianonline

Emergency Management courses will take place at Calamityville.

@wsuguardian
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The Sextant: The
shook-up hookup
Hannah Hendrix
Features Editor
Hendrix.16@wright.edu

ask.fm/mandyadvice

Dear Mandy,
There’s a guy I think is cute and sweet, but
we’ve only talked three times. I don’t want to
seem pushy and in his face, but I’m interested!
I don’t want to have to do all the work...what
do I do?
					-Confused

Dear Confused,

You’re right. You shouldn’t have to do all the work.
The best relationships are the ones that come
together organically.
So here’s my piece of advice—drop it.

Don’t go out of your way to get his attention. Don’t
text him, call him, or Facebook him regularly. The
last thing you ever want is to look desperate, and a
surefire way to look desperate is to be a constant
presence on social media.

Good relationships can’t be forced; it’s as simple
as that. If it’s in the cards for you guys, he’ll come
around on his own. You never want to feel like you’re
convincing a guy that you are worth his time. You
are a special enough person that he can come to that
conclusion on his own.

Live your life and be yourself. Either you’ll stop liking
him, meet someone new or he’ll realize on his own
time that you are the sweetest thing he’s ever seen.
Love can’t be rushed.
Love,
Mandy

Disclaimer: Ask Mandy is satirical and intended for
humorous purposes. The views and opinions reflected are
those of Mandy, not The Guardian as an organization.
4
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H

ooking up: the vaguest,
most hated phrase of
all those who live vicariously
through the sexual exploits of
others. Does it mean making
out, running the bases or full-on
shacking up? The only thing everyone seems to agree on is that
a hook up is commitment-free.
The best thing about “hooking up” is how very vague it is—
people can spin it however they
want. It can be an ego-inflator or
armor against those who drink
the hater-ade. Another benefit?
Its incredible convenience.
However, there are some who
seem concerned that women
get the short end of the stick.
Stereotypes would have us all
believe that all men want sex
and all women want relationships, and never the twain shall
(willingly) meet. Not only is that
a narrow idea of what people
want from intimacy, it’s also
untrue, damaging and not inclusive of non-hetero sexualities.
Commitments, relationships

and dating take time and energy, and not every unattached
John Smith or Jane Doe is rolling in free time. A lot of college students, including young
women, are focusing on their
education and career, not their
hypothetical future-family.
On one hand, it should be
said that some people—regardless of sex or gender—do have
successful relationships in college. They manage marriage,
children, multiple jobs and/or
dating and at the end of the day
they are okay.
On the other hand, family formation is being put off until the
late 20s and early 30s for many
as people try to establish their
careers before settling down,
and research—yes, actual research on hooking up—from
two Indiana University and
University of Michigan scholars
suggests that hookups are being viewed more and more as
positive rather than negative,
providing sexual satisfaction
without having to juggle priorities.
So while it isn’t for everyone,
hooking up doesn’t have to be

a dirty little secret, though it’s
best to keep the juicier details
under the sheets.
Does this mean all is well on
the hookup scene? Not necessarily. One problem people face
is slut-shaming, or shaming
someone for how much they
hook up or how many partners
they’ve had. This tends to affect straight women more than
straight men, but little, if any,
research has been done on nonheterosexual slut-shaming. Another issue is that a lot of hookups start with binge-drinking,
which can spell disaster both
medically and legally.
The bottom line is good news:
hooking up is a solution, not a
problem. The binge-drinking
and shaming that often accompanies it, not so much.
Hookup culture definitely
leaves room for improvement
but as long as the deed is done
safely and with enthusiastic
consent—because what other
kind would you want?—everybody wins.

My weekend with shingles
Elizabeth Turner
Contributing Writer
Turner.227@wright.edu

I

awoke Wednesday morning
with a strange bump above
my forehead.
I figured I had just hit my
head on my desk (typical) or
smashed a spider in my sleep.
As the day goes on, the bump
gets larger, brighter. My eye
starts drooping. The alarm sets
in.
After work I stopped by Student Health Services to rule out
the possibilities (Wed MD is as
useless as a screen door on a
submarine) and was met with
the word “shingles”
Um, excuse me? I must have
heard wrong. Shingles are either things on the roof that fly
off in the wind or things that old
people have to deal with.
@wsuguardian

I’m 21 years old and I had
shingles.
I was told to head to urgent
care. During my three hour(!)
wait, I learned the process of
a star thanks to an awkwardly
placed info-poster (stars are so
dramatic, they take a few billion years to snuff out) and that
women who ate peanut butter
had improved breast health in
their later years (doctorly advice I will take with a spoonful
of Jif). It was confirmed that I
had shingles but alas there is no
test for this sort of thing, which
is always reassuring to hear.
After a pharmacy pickup
mix-up (“If you’re 60 or older,
talk to your doctor about your
increased risk of shingles” sign
mocked me my entire wait) and
the order that I had to see an
ophthalmologist since the shingles was so close to my eyeball,
facebook.com/theguardianonline

I had some meds and was ready
to sleep.
Thursday morning found me
with my right eye completely
swollen shut. A crazy morning
of finding a local ophthalmologist who would see me and
more prescribed drugs and “I’m
sorry but...” emails to my teachers and boss ensued.
Here it is, Sunday night, and
I don’t have to worry about accessorizing an eye patch (Pink?
Beads? A skull with crossbones?) I’m fine and I’m lucky
this happened in the beginning
of my final semester and was
given a long weekend to recover.
So take this column as a warning. Take care of yourself and
know that anyone can get shingles (after having chicken pox).
Even you.

NEWS 5
Universally accessible restrooms proposed on campus
Adia Lane
Contributing Writer
Lane.53@wright.edu

A

resolution to require the
installation of at least one
universally accessible restroom
in all new buildings on campus
is being considered by Wright
State’s student government.
Wright State is ranked as a national leader in accommodating
students with disabilities with
over 500 students with physical, learning, and/or psychological disabilities who participate

in WSU programs each year, according to WSU Disability Services.
The resolution includes the
following objectives:

1. At least one universallyaccessible restroom should be
installed into each new building that is erected on campus
2. Ensure that all universally-accessible
restrooms
are wheelchair-accessible and
have sinks and towel dispensers at accessible heights
3. Ensure that all universal-

ly-accessible restrooms have
at least one changing station
for parents with young children
“The resolution has passed
with the student government
Senate and the initiative has
support from the Women’s
Center, Allies, the Office of Equity and Inclusion and the Office of Multicultural Affairs and
Community Engagement,” said
student government Director of Campus Culture Emily
Bingham. “I hope to meet with
Building and Grounds soon to

Surrounding cities low on salt

Fairborn and Beavercreek focus on main roads

have this initiative discussed”.
The benefits of such accommodations include, but are not
limited to families and/or individuals with children, those
with disabilities and/or elderly
persons who may require assistance in the restroom and gender non-conforming individuals.
While some worry that the
restrooms might compromise
ones safety, Julianna Crawford, senior psychology major,
thinks it more likely to serve as
a secluded place for consented

Gun threat occurs at The
Province Apartments
Brandon Semler

Editor-in-chief
Semler.4@wright.edu

Photo by Michael Tyler: Photo Editor
A Wright State plow parked in Lot 20

Justin Boggs
Staff Writer
Boggs.59@wright.edu

R

ecent winter storms have
caused a shortage of salt
to treat the roads of Fairborn
and Beavercreek, according to
officials.
Though major roads leading
to Wright State will be minimally affected, municipalities
might not salt secondary routes
in efforts to conserve on salt.
After Tuesday’s snowfall that
dropped 1-2 inches in the Miami Valley, Beavercreek is left
with 500 tons of salt. According
to Beavercreek Superintendent
of Public Works Jeff Woltja, the
city uses 500-750 tons of salt in
an average storm.
“We are into salt strategies
right now where we are whittling it down,” Woltja said. “The
storm we had last Friday, we
used just under 400 (tons).”
Woltja said the city will use
sand to mix with salt. He said
Beavercreek was expecting a
shipment of salt from Cincinnati last week. As of Tuesday
afternoon, he had not seen that
emergency shipment.

“The main roads, we are going to try to keep clear as long
as possible,” Woltja said. “Hills,
and the curbs and the intersections going into main roads will
get treated. The rest of the areas
will probably not be treated until we get material.”
In Fairborn, the option of adding other materials such as sand
or stone is not available, according to Superintendent of Streets
and Sanitation Sean Sink, due to
the large number of catch basins in the city.
“We are in the same shape as
Beavercreek,” Sink said. “We are
waiting for a shipment of 800
tons.”
Fairborn has 240 tons of
salt on hand. The city has used
2,900 tons of salt thus far. Sink
said the city normally has 3,300
tons of salt available throughout
the year.
Sink added that Fairborn
might have to stop servicing
residential streets until the city
is able to replenish its supplies.
Overtime is another issue
that Sink has encountered.
The city budgets 1,000 hours
of overtime for snow removal.
His crews have already worked
facebook.com/theguardianonline

906 overtime hours in addition
to 636 regular hours to plow
11,758 miles of roadway.
“It is unusual,” Sink said. “In
my (six years at Fairborn), this
has been the largest usage of
salt when you couple precipitation and cold temps.”
Wright State’s Physical Plant
handles roads within campus.
Director of WSU Physical Plant
Jeff Trick said the university is
in good shape for the rest of the
winter.
“We’re in fine shape, nowhere
near running out,” Trick said.
Trick said WSU’s biggest issue is its salt storage.
“We can only hold a maximum
of 500 tons in our salt barn,”
Trick said. “We have to take into
account how much salt we have
left at the end of the winter season and how much salt will fit
into the barn, what do you think
we’ll use.”
With extremely cold temperatures expected over the
next week, any snow could exacerbate salt shortages. Sink
said when temperatures reach
10 degrees, as a general rule,
his crew will use four times the
amount of salt as normal.
@wsuguardian

sexual activity. “I would be concerned that it would influence
individuals to engage in sexual
activity on campus since a male
and female can enter the restroom together,” said Crawford.
Madison Wilker, a freshman
in Athletic Training, believes
gender-neutral restrooms are
good idea. “I would be for it because it helps students to feel
more comfortable,” said Wilker.
“I can see why some might be
concerned about safety, but I
feel that the pros outweigh the
cons.

A firearm threat occurred at
The Province Apartments last
Monday night around 11 p.m.,
though nothing was stolen and
no direct threats were made.
Contrary to the email alert
sent to students around 1 a.m. by
Wright State Police, no robbery
occurred, according to Captain
David Tidd of the Greene County
Sheriff’s Office.
Tidd said that the victim came
across a man on the stairway

who said “Hey,” and pointed
what the victim thought was
a firearm at him. The victim
then ran from the area,
and the man did not follow.
The Province security was
contacted immediately after.
Wright State Police Captain
David Ratliff said the email
included all of the information
that the department had
received at the time.
The suspect is an AfricanAmerican male, standing 5’4”
to 5’5” tall and was wearing a
black baseball cap, according
to the alert from WSUPD.

CELEBRATION continued from cover
The march will begin at three
separate locations: the main
doors of Dunbar Library, in
front of the C-Store and in the
Woods residential community
at Laurel Hall. The marchers
will meet at B.A.R.T. and end
the march at the Student Union,
where a campus rally will be
held at 12:45 p.m.
“It’s symbolic. You start
where you are and then move
toward a larger goal, toward the
Student Union,” said Patterson.
“It’s a model of solidarity and
leadership.”
Amaha Sellassie, sociology
major and Bolinga Center volunteer, was part of the team
that helped coordinate festivities in King’s honor. Sellassie
said this is the third year the
Bolinga Center has celebrated
MLK Week and that this year’s

www.theguardianonline.com

theme is King’s “World House
vision”—that all people are
neighbors, a part of a “worldwide neighborhood.”
Sellassie said King was the
main reason for the celebration, but it was important to
recognize the “many heroes
and sheroes that have a similar
vision of a common humanity”
as well.
Patterson said this year’s rally will be an opportunity to do a
“teach-in”—using teaching as a
tool for creating change.
This year’s on-campus march
and rally will include a “weaving of dreams,” said Sellassie.
The dreams of students—written on index cards—will be collected and woven together to
create an “overall dream” that
will hang in Millett Hall, said
Sellassie.

January 22, 2014
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6 PHOTO
Flyin’ to the Hoop

A throng of young fans awaited players from all schools for autographs and photos as soon as the final horn sounded.

Junior guard/forward Pierre Sarr of Roselle-Catholic (NJ).

Junior guard Isaiah Briscoe (1) of Roselle-Catholic is defended by Miller Grove’s junior guard Kendall Williams (2).

Lions’ sophomore guard Asante Gist (11) locks down on Wolverines’ senior guard Keith Pinckney (1) during the final day of the annual Flyin’ to the Hoop tournament.
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Student parents at Wright State

The challenging blend of higher education and parenthood
Brandon Semler

Kristina Thomas

Editor-in-chief
Semler.4@wright.edu

T

T

ime management, planning and patience are a
few of the essential skills that a
successful student parent must
practice, according to several
Wright State students that are
currently balancing the two
prominent aspects of their
lives.
The following will provide an
in-depth look at several of the
student parents at Wright State
and the struggles, rewards, obligations and experiences they
encounter as they tackle the
world of higher education with
another life to look after.

Kristina Thomas with son Ceasar.

Tyler Spears naps with daughter Rani

A

campus for parents,” Thomas
said. “These students, they have
people depending on them…
[Wright Parenting] is an outlet,
a resource and a support system.”
As a 17-year-old, Thomas
found out that she was pregnant. She said the discovery
completely changed her plan at
the time, which was to attend
Spelman College in Atlanta, Ga.
On top of a full day of classes, a marketing internship and
ensuring the care of her child,
Thomas also attends frequent
meetings for Wright Parenting.
She said the burden could be

overwhelming, but has gotten
easier as Wright Parenting has
grown.
“It’s not as much pressure,”
Thomas said, “but it’s still a lot.”
Her child, Ceasar, 2, keeps her
motivated to continue her education and prosper in the way
she planned before she became
a mother, Thomas said.
“It’s harder, but it’s not impossible for me to do the things
I want to in life,” said Thomas. “I
didn’t want to just stop and cut
off my dreams.”

Marissa Kirkland

F

Tyler Spears

s a fifth year music education major and father,
Tyler Spears works to balance
classes, performances and family time, but said he does not regret any part of it.
Spears found out halfway
through his junior year at
Wright State that he would be
a father.
“It was a mixed feeling,”
Spears said. “It was a feeling of
… not knowing what to expect.”
The percussionist said the
transition to fatherhood was not
as extreme as he once thought,
and that he is currently doing
the same things he would if his
daughter had not been born.
“Just a little differently,” he
added.
Spears and his live-in girlfriend both work and take time
to watch their daughter Rani, 1.
The busy day-to-day schedule

o Kristina Thomas, there
is one word that helps
her to the work through a challenge-riddled life as a single
mother with limited support
from family.
“Faith,” Thomas said. “Not
just faith in God, faith in myself.”
Thomas, 20, is the co-founder
and president of Wright Parenting, a student organization
devoted to providing advice,
resources and advocacy for
student parents. She said that
she started the organization in
2012 to give student parents a
place to bond with one another.
“There [was] no place on

sometimes prevents him from
seeing his daughter when he
would like to.
“When I come home at 8:30
and she went to bed at 8, I want
to wake her up. I want to see
her,” Spears said.
Spears said he makes sure not
to neglect family needs, and that
family time has the same priority as work or school.
“It’s not only rewarding, it’s
something you want to do more
than anything else,” Spears said.
Though the option of dropping out was once lightly
considered, Spears said he
knew that he needed to follow
through with his education.
“It’s not an excuse to not finish school,” Spears said. “There
ways it can be done. It is harder...but if you have the drive and
the passion, it can be done.”

facebook.com/theguardianonline

or Marissa Kirkland, 29,
the steps to motherhood
were completely intentional.
After spending a year in higher education in a program that
did not interest her, Kirkland
decided to take some time off.
She and her husband, who had
been together since age 16, decided that the time was right to
have kids, since she was not in
school and could spend time
with them in their early years.
After trying to become pregnant unsuccessfully for a long
time, Kirkland decided to go
back to school. Soon after registering, she discovered that she
had succeeded.
This was not only the case for
one child, but both.
“It happened with both of
them,” Kirkland said. “It’s kind
of funny.”
Kirkland is a double major, studying both nursing and
women’s studies. She said that

Marissa Kirkland with son Cyprian and daughter Lorien.

the simple task of getting her
6-year-old daughter, Lorien,
and 3-year-old son, Cyprian,
where they needed to be was
sometimes the most difficult.
“Even [getting my children]
to and from school can be difficult,” Kirkland said.
Another challenge for Kirk-

land was finding the time to ensure that her “outside of school”
work is completed, and making
sure that her children’s availability could line up with hers.
“I’m trying to work my schedule around them, so when
they’re free, I’m free with them,”
Kirkland said.

Lola Dennis
“You have to be determined,”
said Lola Dennis, a pre-med biology major and mother of one.
Dennis, 21, is now a fourth
year senior and the vice president of Wright Parenting. She
works as an office assistant at
Miami Valley Hospital, takes a
full class load and manages to
regularly cook dinner for her
family.
Dennis and her boyfriend had
been dating since their days at
@wsuguardian

Wayne High School in Huber
Heights, Ohio. She decided to
attend University of Toledo,
while he traveled to Tuskegee
University in Alabama. During
their first year of school, she
found out that they would soon
be parents.
According to Dennis, organizations like Wright Parenting
have offered her new opportunities and skills.
“I’m gaining other experiwww.theguardianonline.com

ence,” Dennis said.
Dennis’ family is supportive,
and she is raising her daughter
Yasmine, 1, with both parents
in the picture. She said the support is not something she takes
for granted.
“I know a lot of people don’t
have that,” Dennis said.
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Finding the new rhythm

International students transition to Wright State
Dylan Dohner
Contributing Writer
Dohner.6@wright.edu

F

or some international students, it is more difficult
to adjust to school in a different
country than for someone who
moves a few states over. However, according to three Wright
State students, the transition is
pretty smooth and the academic territory familiar.
For Adila Krisnadhi, a graduate student in computer science, there are a few key differences. He attended university
in Indonesia and Germany before rounding out his studies at
Wright State.
“When I was in Germany six
or seven years ago, you didn’t
need to register for classes at
the beginning of the semester,”
Krisnadhi said. “You register
when you want to do the final
exam, and whatever class you

want to attend, you just go.” He
said there were no midterms,
and class attendance was completely optional.
Nikhila Ginjupalli, a grad
student from Andhra Pradesh,
India, said the economic and
monetary transition made her
transfer a little difficult. “As a
student, I have to adjust to economic transitions,” she said,
“but it’s all a good experience.
Wright State has been very
helpful.”
With others, like Deekshith
Vanamala, there are surprisingly few differences in universities
spanning different countries. “I
have great flexibility with classes here, and that’s compared to
others school in my country as
well,” Vanamala said.
Vanamala also said, “I went
to a university ranked number
one in India. Certain professors
there were from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.”

Similar elective, general education and core class policies
governed student class choices
as well, said Vanamala, and
the structure is familiar, which
made for a simpler transitioning experience.
All three students said they
have settled well into Wright
State’s rhythms. Vanamala was
check-in coordinator for the
spring semester, Ginjupalli has
a stable campus job and Krisnadhi is working toward a Ph.D in
computer science.
“What’s most important to
consider about doing a Ph.D
is who you are going to study
with,” said Krisnadhi. “That’s the
reason why I chose this place,
because I have found professors here that match perfectly
with my interests and research.”
Krisnadhi said the school itself
is taken into account after that,
“but the first reason is always
the people I’ll be studying with.”

Resolutions to remember
t’s January, and gyms have
flooded with people looking
to make a positive change in
their lives, resolving to do the
regular staples: lose weight, eat
healthy and save money. These
are three that typically top the
resolution list, but what about
the resolutions that depart from
the norm? A few Wright State
students got creative with their
self-improvement.
Junior athletic training major
Heather Herbst is spending
her year trying to improve the
way she looks at the world by
reading books that teach her
about current social issues.
“I decided to be more socially
aware,” said Herbst. “I’m reading
one book every month that will
make me more knowledgeable
about the things going on
around me.” Herbst said that
she is doing this because she
believes it’s a subject everyone
should be in the know about.
Some students simply want

to read more, like freshman
French major Jaclyn Schmitz.
Schmitz also said she knows
others that have resolved to get
more sleep this year and thinks
it’s a great idea.
“People should definitely get
more sleep,” said Schmitz. “I
can’t tell you how many people
I’ve seen complaining about
how tired they are.”
Other resolutions go further
than just improving one’s self or
well-being into just letting your
loved ones know you care.
Eleni
Cooper,
junior
industrial engineering major,
said her mother wants to send
a birthday card to everyone she
knows throughout the year.
When asked why, Cooper
said, “She’s the kind of person
that always strives to be better.
She’s really selfless. She wants
to let her loved ones know that
she’s thinking about them.”
And finally, some resolutions
are unique. Olivia Stidham,
freshman
social
science
education major said that she
promised to post fewer pictures
of her dogs on social media.
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“I love my dogs very much
and I want people to see them,”
said Stidham, “but sometimes I
put up too many pictures. I get
a lot of flak from my boyfriend
and our mutual friend about it.”
How likely are people to
achieve these resolutions? A
recent study from the University
of Scranton found that while
around 45 percent of people
usually make resolutions, only
eight percent will definitely
keep them. That number goes
up for people in their twenties,
who are 39 percent likely to
keep their resolutions. The
difference between keeping
that resolution and kicking it
to the curb, the study says, is
avoiding dichotomous thinking,
or the idea that one slip-up is
proof of failure.
With all that said, are
resolutions worth making? The
science says yes—people who
commit to making a change
by adopting a resolution are
ten times more likely to follow
through with lifestyle changes.

@wsuguardian

Wright State professor
wins literary essay award
Adam Ramsey
Features Writer
Ramsey.55@wright.edu

Damaris Serrano, Ph.D in
Hispanic Cultural Studies and
Wright State University Spanish
professor, recently won the
Ricardo Miró award for literary
essay for a second time.
The Ricardo Miró award,
named after Panama’s national
poet, is one of the highest
honors for literature in the
Republic of Panama. According
to Serrano the award has five
different categories: poetry,
short story, novel, theater
and essay. The essay category
rotates annually between three
other
categories—literary
essay, sociological essay, and
historical essay, Serrano said.
Most
recently,
Serrano
won the Ricardo Miró award
for her essay which studied
“the connection between the
Caribbean, Panama and the
United States,” said Serrano.
Serrano said the essay
specifically centers around
afro-descendants from the
Caribbean that went to Panama
to complete two construction
projects—the building of a
railroad in the 18th century
and the Panama canal—
approximately
100
years
ago. After the completion of
these projects, many of these
Caribbeans chose to stay in
facebook.com/theguardianonline

Central America and due to
“historical reasons” became
United States citizens.
Serrano said that her
inspiration for this story came
from the enjoyment she gets
out of writing about people that
are caught in between cultures.
“I love to write about that,”
said Serrano, who is from the
Republic of Panama, “because
nowadays, it’s impossible to
say that a person is just AngloSaxon, or just Asian, or just
black. Not in this country or my
country.”
Serrano also said that she
is inspired to write about the
everyday lives of those who face
suffering and injustice, but also
love, adding that love is “part of
humanity.”
The first time Serrano won
the Ricardo Miró award was
for a book that “studied the
literature from the second
half of the twentieth century
to 2004,” said Serrano, with
an emphasis on postmodern,
avant-garde literature.
The Ricardo Miró award
consists of publication of the
entered work, a medal and
$15,000 in prize money.
Serrano said her inspiration
for her studies lies with her
students,
who
appreciate
the spin her research and
knowledge can put on the
courses she teaches.

SPORTS 9
Women’s Tennis: Raiders salvage weekend
split against Jaguars to open season
Justin Boggs
Sports Writer
Boggs.59@wright.edu

W

right
State’s
top
doubles pair of Linsey
Verstrepen and Elaine Cloern
dropped a heartbreaking set
Sunday that cost the Raiders the
double point.
But the freshmen duo got
redemption. Verstrepen and
Cloern both won their singles
matches to help the Raiders
to a 5-2 victory over the IUPUI
Jaguars.
The 5-2 win came a day after
the Raiders dropped a 4-1
decision to Akron to open the
season.
“For Linsey to be able to
bounce back like that, it took
a lot of gumption,” WSU head
coach Sean McCaffrey said. “It
took a lot of confidence and
belief in herself and I am quite
proud of her.”
With the Raiders splitting
their Nos. 2 and 3 doubles
pairings, all of the attention
shifted to court No. 1 at the

South Regency Tennis Center.
Verstrepen and Cloern were up
a break early in their doubles
set.
After they allowed the
Jaguars’ Rachel Swartwood and
Vanessa Whyte to go up a break,
Verstrepen and Cloern broke
serve to force a set tiebreak.
After going blow-for-blow,
Swartwood and Whyte won the
lengthy tiebreak 17-15 to give
the Jags the first point of the
match.
“Both teams were really
nervous and missed some easy
balls on both sides,” Cloern said.
“It was really a matter of getting
over it and executing.”
Less than an hour after the
tough doubles loss, Verstrepen
easily dispatched Whyte 6-0,
6-0 in the No. 1 singles spot
to even the team score at
one. Verstrepen was never in
trouble in the match as she
dominated with her serve and
groundstrokes.
“Everything worked out, my
serve was better than in the
doubles,” she said. “When I went

to the court (for singles), we lost
the doubles match so I knew I
needed to fight back and attack.”
One
court
over
from
Verstrepen, Cloern easily won
her first set 6-2 over Swartwood.
After holding serve at 4-all,
Cloern broke Swartwood’s
serve and won the final two
games of the second set to win
the set 6-4.
“It was crucial to break serve,
I knew I needed to step up my
game and win it right then and
there,” Cloern said.
Aby Madrigal and Lauren
Smith were straight set winners
for WSU. Senior Chelsea Girgash
won her first set over IUPUI’s
Abbey Neff 7-5. Neff returned
the favor by topping Girgash
7-5 in the second set. The
two played a third-set super
tiebreaker which Girgash easily
won 10-3.
Both the men’s and women’s
tennis squads are home
this weekend to host SIU
Edwardsville.

Beyond the box score

Photo by Justin Boggs: Sports Writer
Freshman Elaine Cloern competing against IUPUI on Sunday. Cloern and freshman Linsey Verstrepen
bounced back from a doubles loss to each claim singles wins against the Jaguars.

The NBA’s egregious fashion statement, spotty attendance at Raiders games,
intramural basketball, early Super Bowl predictions

Andrew Smith
Sports Editor
Smith.1026@Wright.edu

T

here’s a disgusting
fashion trend going on
in the NBA right now: jerseys
with sleeves. At first, it started
as an experiment, and now it
appears sleeves are here to stay.
On Friday, the NBA revealed
the jerseys each conference
will wear in this year’s All-Star
game.
Since I am without the benefit
of a stock photo, I can only
describe these abominations
as an ugly love child that was
conceived from a New Orleans
Saints helmet, an Adidas track
suit and something from the
now defunct SlamBall league.
In a word: ugly.
But I can understand why the
NBA is heading in this direction.
Sleeves mean more space
for advertising and fans are

more likely to buy a jersey that
resembles a shirt, than one that
resembles, well, a jersey.
A fashion trend that I’m sure
most Wright State basketball
fans can agree was a pleasant
sight involved a sea of white,
as in the 6,600 fans (according
to the box score) that packed the
Nutter Center to watch Wright
State take on Green Bay.
Friday is the one day a week
that I have to work my second
job, so I wasn’t able to attend
the game. However, from all of
the first-hand accounts that I
read, it sounded like the Raider
Rowdies achieved their goal of
creating a raucous atmosphere
in a big game for both teams.
And while I’m glad the game
was well-attended, I have to
wonder where some of these
fans are during the rest of the
season?
There
are
two
more
facebook.com/theguardianonline

promotional events planned for
the Feb. 8 and Feb. 21 games
against Cleveland State and
Detroit. No doubt, WSU students
will show up for those games.
But I tend to judge a fan base’s
allegiance by how often it shows
up when ESPN isn’t in town and
there aren’t t-shirts being given
away.
Staying with the sport of
basketball, yours truly will
be making his return to the
intramural hardwood on
Monday.
What, you mean that’s not
news? Well, you’re right, it’s not.
But I bring this up because I
think every WSU student, young
or old(er) (I’m 30, in case you
were wondering), seasoned
pro or armchair athlete should
participate in an intramural
sport. It’s great exercise, and
most importantly, it should be a
lot of fun.
@wsuguardian

Of course that doesn’t mean
I don’t want to win. But I also
know my limitations as a player
and where I fit best on the floor.
Our team has a beefy 10-man
roster, which means I will be
coming off the bench in almost
every game. So my focus
will mainly be on defense,
rebounding and hustle plays.
Remember
kids,
fundamentals, and not And-1
Mixtape Tour trick shots, win
games.
And I’ve also considered
dressing like Billy Hoyle from
“White Men Can’t Jump”. I’m
just not sure where I’ll find
a “Parental Advisory Explicit
Content” shirt and a tie-dyed
hat at the last minute?
Send your intramural fashion
tips to my email listed above.
Finally, the matchup for
Super Bowl LVIII is the
Seattle Seahawks versus the

www.theguardianonline.com

Denver Broncos.
I write this just one hour after
my beloved San Francisco 49ers
lost. Hats off to the 49ers for a
great season. As for big game,
I think it’s tough to bet against
Seattle at this point. That
defense is incredibly nasty and
I believe it has what it takes to
contain Peyton Manning and his
array of weapons.
But the biggest question
remaining, once Feb. 2 finally
arrives, will be what kind of
weather will the game be played
in?
Normally, this is not a matter
of concern when it comes to the
Super Bowl, save for a few years
ago when Peyton Manning
defeated
Rex
Grossman’s
Chicago Bears in the pouring
Miami, FL rain.
Yet this might be the first big
game to be played with fans
wearing scarves and hats.
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10 BULLETIN
Classifieds
MATTRESSES FOR SALE Queen
Pillow-Top Mattress Set $149
Black Microfiber Futon $149
Twin-Queen Bed Frames $39
Brand New Overstock Items!!!
Call (937) 668-5111

YOUR AD HERE. Interested in
advertising with the Guardian?
Check out the advertising tab,
call 937-775-5540 or email
theguardian@wright.edu.

FULLY FURNISHED UPSCALE APARTMENT FOR RENT. Perfect
for short- and long-term stays: visiting parents, Staff, Faculty, and
Graduate Students. One bedroom, one bath, study, fully equipped
kitchen, washer, dryer, private deck and parking. All utilities/trash
included. $900/ month to month. Pet- and smoke-free. Awesome
location next to Glen Helen Park. Call 937-736-0002,
email owlsroost736@gmail.com, www.theowlsroost.com.

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE!
1. COMMUTER LOUNGE, 2. MARKET, 3. ATRIUM
4. BOOKSTORE, 5. PATHFINDER
Answers for THIS WEEK’s puzzle can be found in our
next issue.

Wright State University

ACROSS

3. A building we don’t understand.
4. International English program.
7. Center for sports.
9. Online dashboard.
12. It’s a daily struggle to find ____ at WSU.
14. Food service provider.
15. Center for black cultural resources.
16. Starbucks has finally made a home here.
10
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DOWN

1. WSU’s resident smoothie.
2. Nickname for red structure.
5. Mascot.
6. Center for engineers.
8. How to stay warm and dry on campus
in the winter.
10. Portrait in Rike.
11. WSU’s city of residence.
13. President.
@wsuguardian

facebook.com/theguardianonline

SPORTS 11
Men’s Basketball: Raiders put clamps on Panthers

Photo by Michael Tyler: Photo Editor
Raiders’ forward Jerran Young tries to finish in transition against Panthers’ guard Steve McWhorter. Young scored a game-high 19 points against UMW.

Andrew Smith
Sports Editor
Smith.1026@Wright.edu

P

laying their third game
in five days, it would be
easy to assume the Wright
State Raiders would come into
Tuesday night’s game against
Milwaukee a bit fatigued.
Instead, the Raiders stifling

defense contained the Panthers,
forcing 16 turnovers and
holding UMW to 41 percent
from the field in a 73-57 win.
Jerran Young paced the
Raiders with 19 points in 21
minutes, shooting 7-of-10 from
the field. Forwards A.J. Pacher
and Cole Darling added 12 and
11.
The name of the game from

start to finish was physical.
Players from both teams
tumbled to floor throughout
the night in a slugfest-style
basketball game. Darling said
after the game a physical game
is one he likes to play.
“I do, yeah,” Darling said.
“Milwaukee is always a good
game in the Horizon League.
They’re a tough team.”

A smothering defensive
effort by the Raiders held the
Panthers to only six field goals
in the first half, allowing WSU
to build a 39-21 halftime lead.
The only points UMW could
manufacture occurred at the
free throw line, where life was
just as rough for the Panthers,
who shot just 58 percent from
the charity stripe.
“I think our swarm mentality
really bothered there guards off
the ball screen. They ran a lot
of ball screen stuff in the first
half,” head coach Billy Donlon
said.
After a dismal shooting
performance in the opening
half, the Panthers responded
and cut the Raiders’ 18-point
halftime lead to nine with a
13-4 run in the first six minutes.
“If you noticed in the second
half, everything was off ball
screens and it kind of made our
athleticism…they played much
more off the pass, so the ball
moved quicker, which means
defensively you gotta to be
sharper,” Donlon said.

“They made adjustments in
the second half and credit them.
They got plays right at the rim.
It hurt us some, but I thought,
offensively, if we continued to
score and made a run, we would
survive it.”
The Raiders survived, in
part, because of a near perfect
performance from the free
throw line. WSU hit 22-of-25
from the line- the fourth time in
the last five games the Raiders
shot 80 percent or better there.
“I hope they keep going in,”
Donlon said.
The Raiders will now prep
for a three-game road trip,
beginning with a matchup
against Youngstown State on
Friday. WSU will not return to
the Nutter Center until a Feb. 5
contest against the Penguins.
“This last [road trip] that we
went through, the three games
in five days, definitely got us
ready,” Darling said. “With the
league being so tough, you have
to focus on one game at a time.”

he was able use the two games
his team played as a barometer
against top-tier competition.
“These events give you an opportunity to measure yourself
against the best teams in the
country, so you come out here
and obviously you want to win,
but the main thing you want to
do is play well and being able to
walk out of each game and say
to your team, ‘We can compete
against those teams. We can
beat those teams on any given
night,” Boff said.
In addition to featuring nationally-ranked teams from
outside of the Buckeye state,
25 of the 37 teams that participated in Flyin’ to the Hoop were
from Ohio.
Wilmington combo guard
Jarron Cumberland- who lists
Ohio State and Michigan among
his top schools he is considering- said the basketball-hungry
crowd inside Trent Arena provides him with added motivation.
“I like it, it’s a good feeling.
It gets me pumped up more,”
Cumberland said.

CBS Sports and MaxPreps
rank Flyin’ to the Hoop as the
No. 2 event nationally. That
ranking means more eyeballs
on more players. And to Horstman it means showcasing players that do not spend a lot of
time in the limelight.
“High school basketball is a
business now. Teams that do
well get a lot of support. They
get a lot of clothing from the
shoe companies. They get good
exposure from tournaments
like this, but the reason we
started this, was to let local kids
get a chance to play on a national stage that they might not ever
get a chance to play on,” Horstman said.
“And I’m very happy to say
that over the years, we’ve heard
of many, many kids that have
gotten scholarships or partial
scholarships as a result of being
seen at this event,” Horstman
said.

Flyin’ to the Hoop boosts Dayton economy, leaves
nationwide footprint on high school hoops
Andrew Smith
Sports Editor
Smith.1026@Wright.edu

E

ric Horstman has seen
his share of talent walk
through the doors of Trent Arena in Kettering.
The president and founder
of the annual Good Samaritan
Flyin’ to the Hoop Invitational
Tournament has watched fivestar athletes and current NBA
players grace the hardwood
since the event began in 2003.
Yet Horstman still shakes his
head in astonishment every
year at the talent and towering
size of the players that swarm
the Dayton area for four days in
January.
“Every day,” Horstman said.
“You know, I don’t think of myself as a little guy, but yet I feel
like a child next to some of
these monsters. We always get
team pictures, and I look like
I’m a sixth grader in some of
these pictures. It’s hard to believe that they’re 17 years old,
give or take a couple of years,
and they’re seven feet tall.”
Flyin’ to the Hoop is now in

its 12th year and it continues
to grow. But Horstman said that
when the event was in its infancy, it was not exactly an easy sell
to teams from across the country, due to the geographical and
climate restrictions southwest
Ohio presents in the winter.
“Obviously that’s a challenge
because there’s hundreds of
these events nationwide and
in the early years, you’re just
the Good Samaritan Flyin’ to
the Hoop and they don’t know
anything about that. Plus, you
don’t have the attractiveness of
the beach, warm weather or the
hall of fame to get people there
to see other things,” Horstman
said.
“But once we got through that
first year, we had Oak Hill Academy and Mount Zion Christian
Academy in that first year, and
Rudy Gay and J.R. Smith were in
that first class and they’re still
playing in the NBA right now.
When they were here, they said
they saw something special.”
While the on-court product
left attendees in amazement,
the economic impact Flyin’ to
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the Hoop has had on the Dayton
area has been equally impactful. Horstman said the event
generates $1.9 million into the
Dayton economy, according to
figures provided by the Dayton/Montgomery County Convention & Visitors Bureau and
confirmed by bureau President
and CEO Jacquie Powell.
“In its earlier years, we always
knew we had a good product on
the floor, but now, more and
more, the public is understanding it,” Horstman said. With 37
teams in it this year from 11 different states, and 20,000 people
coming from not only the Dayton area, but also from all over
the country, it can’t help but increase... the economic impact.”
One of those teams- the
Roselle Catholic Lions from
Roselle, NJ- competed during
the final day on Monday afternoon against the Miller Grove
Wolverines from Lithonia, GA.
The Lions defeated the Wolverines 70-61. It was the secondstraight year Roselle Catholic
has played in the event and Lions head coach Dave Boff said
@wsuguardian
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More photos on page 6
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immediate move-ins available

SPRING SPECIAL
get rates as low as $399

apply today for spring & fall 2014
UPGRADED CLUBHOUSE + NEW STUDY ROOMS + UPGRADED SWIMMING POOL & POOL FURNITURE
PRIVATE SHUTTLE TO WSU CAMPUS + PRIVATE BED & BATH + FULLY FURNISHED + LEATHER-STYLE FURNITURE
HARDWOOD-STYLE FLOORS AVAILABLE + WASHER & DRYER + FITNESS CENTER + THEATER ROOM
COMPUTER CENTER WITH iMACS & FREE PRINTING + RECREATION CENTER WITH BILLIARDS & FOOSBALL
FREE TANNING + SAND VOLLEYBALL COURT + INDIVIDUAL LEASES + ROOMMATE MATCHING AVAILABLE

3 4 1 9 C LOV E R I D G E CO U RT • 9 3 7.4 2 9. 5 2 8 8 • T H E P ROV I N C E DAY TO N .CO M
Rates & amenities subject to change. Limited time only.

